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part g k on e f. c d is really equal to g h. But
most persons on a cursory glance would judge it to be
longer. The reason is that though we mean to compare
only the absolute length of c d with the absolute length
of gh> yet without our knowing it, other factors help
to determine the result. These are the relative length
of c d as compared with a b, and the relative length
of g h as compared with e f. This example is typical,
In all such instances we mean our judgment to depend
on comparison of two magnitudes as presented to the
eye. But these magnitudes are presented in more or
less intimate union with other items so as to form with
these a group which the attention naturally apprehends
as a whole. Hence there is a difficulty in mentally
Isolating the magnitudes themselves from the contexts
in which they occur so as to compare these magnitudes
only. We seek to be determined by the nature of the
object which we are interested in knowing, but we escape
our own notice in being determined by something else.
This is confusion.

Another most prolific source of confusion is found in
pre-formed association. All associations are in them-
selves facts of the individual mind and not attributes of
anything else. If the idea of smoke always calls up in
my mind the idea of fire as its source, this is something
which is true of me, and not of the fire or the smoke as
independent realities. It might seem from this that
whenever our judgment of truth and falsehood is deter-
mined by association, we commit a confusion. But this
is not so; for it is the function of association to record
the results of past experience; and when the results
recorded are strictly relevant to the object we are
interested in knowing, and to the special question at
issue, there is no confusion.

The association between 12x12 and equality to
144 registers the result of previous multiplication of 12
by 12. There is therefore no confusion in allowing it
to determine our cognitive judgment. But the associative
mechanism may become deranged so that 12x12 calls